《Bullinger’s Companion Bible Notes – Zephaniah》(E.W. Bullinger)
Commentator

Ethelbert William Bullinger AKC (December 15, 1837 - June 6, 1913) was an Anglican clergyman, Biblical scholar, and ultradispensationalist theologian.

He was born in Canterbury, Kent, England, the youngest of five children of William and Mary (Bent) Bullinger. His family traced their ancestry back to Heinrich Bullinger, the Swiss Reformer.

His formal theological training was at King's College London from 1860-1861, earning an Associate's degree. After graduation, on October 15, 1861, he married Emma Dobson, thirteen years his senior. He later received a Doctor of Divinity degree in 1881 from Archibald Campbell Tait, Archbishop of Canterbury who cited Bullinger's "eminent service in the Church in the department of Biblical criticism."

Bullinger's career in the Church of England spanned 1861 until 1888. He began as associate curate in the parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey in 1861, and was ordained as a priest in the Church of England in 1862. He served as parish curate in Tittleshall from 1863-1866; Notting Hill from 1866-1869; Leytonstone, 1869-1870; then Walthamstow until he became vicar of the newly established parish of St. Stephen's in 1874. He resigned his vicarage in 1888.

In the spring of 1867, Bullinger became clerical secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society, a position he would hold till his death in 1913. Bullinger was editor of a monthly journal Things to Come subtitled A Journal of Biblical Literature, with Special Reference to Prophetic Truth. The Official Organ of Prophetic Conferences for over 20 years (1894-1915) and contributed many articles.

Introduction

Zep 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE. 

Zephaniah 1:1 - Zephaniah 3:8. MINATORY. 
Zephaniah 3:9-20. PROMISSORY. 


For the CANONICAL order and place of the Prophets, see Appdx-1, and pp. 1206 and 1207. 
For the CHRONOLOGICAL order of the Prophets, see Appdx-77. 
For the Inter-relation of the Prophetic Books, see Appdx-78. 
For the Formulae, of Prophetic Utterance, see Appdx-82. 
For References to the Pentateuch by the Prophets, see A p. 92. 

For the Inter-relation of the Minor (or Shorter) Prophets, see pp. 1206 and 1207. The last of the Prophets immediately preceding the Captivity. 

Unlike all the other Prophets, Zephaniah""s genealogy is traced back for four generations; and, as Hezekiah of Proverbs 25:1 and Hizkiah of Zephaniah 1:1 are the same word in Hebrew as Hezekiah King of Judah, he was not improbably his great-great-grandson. Zephaniah""s prophecy is dated in Zephaniah 1:1, as being given "in the days of Josiah". In Ch. Zephaniah 2:13 he says that Assyria shall be destroyed, and Nineveh made a desolation. Therefore it was before the fall of Nineveh, 515 B. C. according to The Companion Bible dating (Appdx-50), or 625 B. C. (according to "received" dating). 

Zephaniah was the contemporary of Jeremiah. By a comparison with 2 Kings 28, which records the destruction of "the 
remnant of Baal" (Zephaniah 1:4), Josiah""s reformation had not been completed. The prophecy may therefore he dated as coming between the twelfth and the eighteenth year of Josiah say 518 B. C, or about three years before the fall of Nineveh. 


Zephaniah 1:1 - Zephaniah 3:8. EDOM. DESTRUCTION. 
Zephaniah 1:1-3. Judgments. General. The Land. 
Zephaniah 1:4-6. Judah and Jerusalem. 
Zephaniah 1:7-18. The Day of Jehovah. 
Zephaniah 2:1-3. Call to Repentance. 
Zephaniah 2:4-15. Judgments. General. Nations. 
Zephaniah 3:1-5. Jerusalem. 
Zephaniah 3:6-7. Charge of Impenitence. 
Zephaniah 3:8. The Day of Jehovah. 

Zephaniah 1:7-18. THE DAY OF JEHOVAH. 
Zephaniah 1:7. Its nearness. 
Zephaniah 1:8-13. Judgments. 
Zephaniah 1:14-16. Its nearness. 
Zephaniah 1:17-18. Judgments. 

Zephaniah 1:8-13. JUDGMENTS. 
Zephaniah 1:8. Princes. 
Zephaniah 1:9. People. 
Zephaniah 1:10-11. Merchants. 
Zephaniah 1:12-13. People. 

Zephaniah 2:4-15. JUDGMENTS. GENERAL. NATIONS. 

Zephaniah 3:9-20. PROMISSORY. 
, Zephaniah 3:9-10. Good bestowed. Gentiles and Israel. Conversion. 
Zephaniah 3:11-13. Evil removed. 
Zephaniah 3:14. Zion and Jerusalem to praise. (Positive.) 
Zephaniah 3:15 -. Jehovah in the midst. 
-, Zephaniah 3:15. Evil no more seen. 
Zephaniah 3:16. Zion and Jerusalem. Not to Fear. (Negative.) 
Zephaniah 3:17. Jehovah in the midst. 
Zephaniah 3:18-12 -. Good bestowed. Israel and Gentiles. Restoration. 
-, Zephaniah 3:20. Evil removed.
01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
The word, &c. Compare Hosea 1:1. Joel 1:1. Micah 1:1. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

came = became: i.e. came to, or was communicated. Compare Luke 3:2. See App-82. 

Zephaniah = hidden of Jehovah, or he whom Jehovah hath hidden (Psalms 27:5; Psalms 31:19, Psalms 31:20; Psalms 83:3). For the connection See Zephaniah 2:3. 

Hizkiah = Hezekiah. 

Verse 2
utterly consume. Note the Figure of speech Paronomasia (App-6), for emphasis. Hebrew. "asoph "aseph = to end, I end. 

consume = take away, or make an end of. 

all. Omit "things" = All; as in Job 42:2. Psalms 8:6. Isaiah 44:24. 

the land. Figure of speech Pleonasm. (App-6) = the face of the land. 

land = soil, or ground. 

saith the Lord = [is] Jehovah"s oracle. 

Verse 3
I will consume. Note the Figure of speech Anaphora. Three times repeated. 

man. Hebrew. "adam with "eth = humanity App-14. 

and. Note the Figure of speech Polysyndeton (App-6), for emphasis. 

stumblingblocks = ruin. Occurs only here, and Isaiah 3:6. Figure of speech Metalepsis. "Stumblingblocks" put first for the idols and idolatry, and then idolatry put for the ruin brought about by them. 

with = together with. Hebrew. "eth. 

the wicked = the lawless ones. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

Verse 4
Mine hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia, App-6. 

remnant. Septuagint reads "names", reading shem instead of she"ar, as in the next clause. 

and. Some codices, with three early printed editions, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read this "and" in the text. 

Chemarims = Kemarim = black-robed, or cassocked. From Hebrew. Kamar, to be black. Used of idolatrous priests because so clothed; not Kohen, as appointed by Jehovah. Occurs only here; 2 Kings 23:5, and Hosea 10:5. 

Verse 5
worship the host of heaven. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 4:19; Deuteronomy 17:3). App-92. Compare 2 Kings 23:11, 2 Kings 23:12. Jeremiah 19:13. 

Malcham = king-god, or king-idol. Syriac and Vulgate read "Milcom". 

Verse 6
from = from after. 

sought . . . enquired. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 4:29, where the two Hebrew verbs are in the same order, and are rendered "seek . . . seek"). App-92. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah.(with "eth) = Jehovah Himself. 

Verse 7
Hold thy peace, &c. See Amos 6:10. Habakkuk 2:20. Zechariah 3:13. 

the Lord. Hebrew Adonai. App-4. 

God. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

a sacrifice. Septuagint reads "His sacrifice". 

bid = separated. Hebrew sanctified. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

Verse 8
the day of the Lord"s sacrifice. See notes on Isaiah 2:12; Isaiah 13:6. 

day. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for the judgments executed in it. 

punish = visit upon. Reference to Pentateuch (Exodus 32:34). App-92. Compare Jeremiah 9:25; Jeremiah 11:22; Jeremiah 13:21, &c. 

children = sons: i.e. the royal house. Compare 1 Kings 22:26. 2 Kings 11:2. Jeremiah 36:26; Jeremiah 38:6, &c. 

strange = foreign. 

Verse 9
those that leap, &c. No reference to idolatrous practice, as in 1 Kings 18:26; but to the servants of rulers sent to enter the houses of others and steal Figure of speech Periphrasis (App-6), for robbers. 

on = over. 

violence and deceit. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the booty procured. 

Verse 10
the noise of a cry. Figure of speech Pleonasm. App-6. 

the second = the new city. See note on 2 Kings 22:14, 

Verse 11
Maktesh = the mortar. Probably the local name of the merchants" quarter in the Tyropoeon valley, west of Zion. App-68. So called from its basin-like shape. 

cut down = laid low. 

Verse 12
candles = lamps. 

evil = harm. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

Verse 13
they shall also build, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 28:30, Deuteronomy 28:39). Compare Amos 5:11. Micah 6:15; and contrast Isaiah 65:21. Amos 9:14. 

wine. Heb yayin. App-27. 

Verse 14
The great day, &c. Compare Isaiah 22:5. Joel 2:1, &c. 

is near, &c. Hebrew [is] near, near. Figure of speech Epizeuxis, for emphasis: i.e. very near. 

mighty man. Hebrew. gibbor. App-14. 

Verse 15
wrath. trouble, &c. Note the Figure of speech Synonymia (App-6). 

Verse 16
the trumpet and alarm = an alarming trumpet. Figure of speech Hendiadys = a trumpet, yea, a trumpet [call] "to arms"! Compare Zephaniah 2:2. 

towers. Hebrew corners. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for the towers usually fixed there. 

Verse 17
they shall walk, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 28:29). 

Verse 18
land. Not the same word as in verses: Zephaniah 2:3. for, Ginsburg thinks this should be "yea". 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Gathers = Collect. Hebrew. kashash. Occurs only in Exodus 5:7, Exodus 5:12. Numbers 15:32, Numbers 15:33; 1 Kings 17:10, 1 Kings 17:12. It is not the same word as in Zephaniah 3:8, Zephaniah 3:18; or in Zephaniah 3:19, Zephaniah 3:20. See the notes there. 

not desired = not desirable. Figure of speech Antimereia (of Verb), App-6. 

Verse 2
day = judgment. See note on Zephaniah 1:8. 

Verse 3
Seek . . . seek. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 4:29), as in Zephaniah 1:6. 

judgment = ordinances; as in Isaiah 58:2. Jeremiah 8:7. 

ye shall be hid. Referring to Isaiah 26:20, and the meaning of the name Zephaniah. 

Verse 4
For Gaza. Supply the logical Ellipsis (App-6), here, and in verses: Zephaniah 8:12, Zephaniah 8:13, Zephaniah 3:1, thus: "[Mine anger shall be upon Gaza, saith the Lord ], For", &c. 

Gaza . . . forsaken. Note the Figure of speech Paronomasia (App-6), for emphasis. Heb "azzah . . . "azubah. 

Ashkelon. Now "Askalan, on the coast of Philistia. 

desolation = ruin. Long since fulfilled. 

Aahdod Now Esdud. The same as Azotus in Acts 8:40. 

at the noon day: i.e. during the noon day siesta. 

Ekron . . . rooted up. Note the Figure of speech Paronomasia, for emphasis. Hebrew. "ekron . . . te"aker. 

Verse 5
sea coast: or, country by the sea. 

Verse 6
dwellings = pastures. 

cottages = pens. 

Verse 7
be for. Supply the Ellipsis = "be for [a possession] to". 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

shall visit them. Reference to Pentateuch (Genesis 50:24. Exodus 3:16). App-92. 

them: i.e. the remnant of Judah. 

Verse 8
I have heard. Supply the logical Ellipsis (App-6): "[My judgment shall come upon Moab], for I have heard", &c, as in Zephaniah 2:8, &c. 

Moab. Compare Isa 15and Isa 16. Jer 48. Amos 2:1-3. 

children = sons. 

Ammon. Compare Jeremiah 49:1-6. Amos 1:13-15. 

reproached. See Judges 11:12-28. 

Verse 9
saith the LORD of hosts = [is] the oracle of Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel. See note on 1 Samuel 1:3. 

the God of Israel. See note on Isaiah 29:23. 

shall be as Sodom. Reference to Pentateuch (Genesis 19:24, Genesis 19:25). App-92. 

the breeding of nettles, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 29:23, &c.) 

of My People. Some codices, with two early printed editions (one Rabbinic), read "of the nations". 

People = nation. 

possess = inherit. 

Verse 11
famish = cause to waste away. 

the isles of the heathen = the coast-lands of the nations. Reference to Pentateuch (Genesis 10:5). App-92. The phrase occurs nowhere else. 

isles = coast-lands. 

heathen = nations. 

Verse 12
ye. See note on "For", Zephaniah 2:4. 

Verse 13
And He. See note on "For", Zephaniah 2:4. 

stretch out His hand. Idiom for executing judgment. 

the north: i.e. against Assyria, because although west of Canaan, the road and entrance was by the north. 

Verse 14
all = all kinds of. Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Genus), App-6. 

upper lintels = chapiters, or carved capitals. 

cedar work: i.e. the wainscotting. 

Verse 15
wag his hand. Idiom expressive of derision. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Woe = Alas for! See note on "For", Zephaniah 2:4. 

her: i.e. Jerusalem. See the Structure, p. 1272. 

filthy = rebellious. 

polluted. Hebrew. ga"al, (1) to redeem: (2) to make or deem common or unclean. A Homonym, with two meanings. Not the same word as in Zephaniah 3:4. 

Verse 2
she received not. Some codices, with two early printed editions, Aramaean, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "neither hath she accepted". 

correction = discipline. 

trusted = confided. Hebrew. batah. App-69. Not the same word as in Zephaniah 3:12. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

she drew not near, &c. Some codices, with one early printed edition, Aramaean, Septuagint, and Syriac, read "neither unto her God hath she drawn near". 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 3
gnaw not: or, reserve not. 

Verse 4
light = reckless. 

treacherous persons = men (Hebrew. "enosh, App-14.) of treacheries; placing the emphasis on the treachery. 

polluted = profaned. Hebrew. halal. Not the same word as in Zephaniah 3:1. Reference to Pentateuch (Leviticus 19:8; Leviticus 21:23; Leviticus 22:15. Numbers 18:32). App-92. 

done violence, &c. Compare Jeremiah 2:8. Ezekiel 22:26. 

Verse 5
in the midst thereof. Reference to Pentateuch (Numbers 5:3. Deuteronomy 7:21). App-92. Compare Zephaniah 3:15. 

iniquity. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. 

every morning = morning by morning. See Psalms 101:8. 

unjust = perverse. Hebrew. "aval. See App-44. 

Verse 6
towers. See note on Zephaniah 1:16. 

Verse 7
corrupted, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Genesis 6:12, same word). App-92. 

Verse 8
Therefore, &c. The Massorah (App-30and App-93) calls attention to the fact that this verse (Zephaniah 3:8) contains all the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, including the five final letters. This implies that the verse takes in the whole purpose of Jehovah concerning Israel. 

upon: or, for. 

saith the Lord = [is] Jehovah"s oracle. 

to the prey. Septuagint and Syriac read "as a witness", reading "ed instead of "ad. Compare Micah 2:2. 

gather = gather in. Not the same word as in Zephaniah 2:1. 

assemble = gather out. 

for all the earth. See Zephaniah 1:18; and compare the Structure, p. 1272. 

the fire of My jealousy. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 4:24). 

Verse 9
then: i.e. after all that is implied in Zephaniah 3:8. Note the order of the blessings in "9, 10": Gentiles first, and Israel after; But in "18-20-", Israel first, and Gentiles after. 

people = peoples. 

a pure language = a lip purified: i.e. a clean lip in contrast with "unclean" lips (Isaiah 6:5). 

pure = separated from that which is impure or unclean. Hebrew. barar, as in Ezekiel 20:38. Isaiah 52:11. Daniel 11:35; Daniel 12:10. The reference is, to being made fit for the worship of Jehovah, as the next clause shows. Compare Zephaniah 1:4, Zephaniah 1:5. 

that they may. Some codices, with Syriac, and Vulgate, read "and may". 

consent. Hebrew shoulder. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for the service rendered by it. It is not the Figure of speech Metaphor as alleged. 

Verse 10
suppliants = worshippers. Hebrew. "athar. Occurs in this sense nowhere else. From "athar = to burn incense (Ezekiel 8:11); hence to pray or worship. 

the daughter of My dispersed: i.e. My dispersed People [Israel]. 

Verse 11
transgressed. Hebrew. pasha". App-44. 

because of = in. 

Verse 12
trust = flee for refuge to. Hebrew. hasah. App-69. Not the same word as in Zephaniah 3:2. 

the name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 13
for they shall feed, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Leviticus 26:5, Leviticus 26:6). App-92. 

Verse 14
Sing, &c. Figure of speech Poeonismus. App-6. 

Verse 15
enemy. Some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "foes" (plural) 

in the midst, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 7:21). 

see. The Codex Hillel, quoted in the Massorah, (App-30and App-93) with some codices, three early printed editions (one Rabbinic, marg), Aramaean, and Vulgate, read, "fear"; but other codices, with nine early printed editions, Septuagint (?), and Vulgate, read "see", as in Authorized Version. 

evil = calamity. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

Verse 16
Fear thou not. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 7:21). 

be slack = hang down. 

Verse 17
is mighty; He will save. The Hebrew accents place the chief pause or emphasis on "save", implying not that He will save at some future time, but that He is an ever-present Saviour. Read "Jehovah thy Elohim is in the midst of thee, mighty to save [at all times]". Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 10:17). 

He will rejoice, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 30:9). App-92. 

will rest. Hebrew will be silent. Septuagint reads "will renew thee"
over thee. The Hebrew accent places the emphasis on these two words. 

Verse 18
sorrowful for. Supply the Ellipsis = "sorrowful for [the cessation of]". 

solemn assembly = appointed season. 

a burden. Some codices, with one early printed edition (Rabbinic, margin), Aramaean, and Syriac, read "aburden on thee". 

Verse 19
Behold. Figure of speech Asterismos. App-6. 

undo = deal with. 

gather = gather out, bring together what has been dispersed. Hebrew. kabaz, as in Zephaniah 3:20. Not the same word as in verses: Zephaniah 8:18, or as in Zephaniah 2:1. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 30:3, Deuteronomy 30:4). App-92. 

I will get them, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 26:19). 

Verse 20
for I will make you, &c. Reference to Pentateuch (Deuteronomy 26:19). App-92. 

turn back your captivity. Hebrew, plural. Idiom for restoring blessings as aforetime. See note on Deuteronomy 30:3, 

saith = hath said. 

